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.National Crime Victims’ Rights Week
April 19-25, 2020

Seek Justice | Ensure Victims’ Rights | Inspire Hope


https://www.safvic.org/
https://www.safvic.org/
https://www.safvic.org/news/
https://ovc.ncjrs.gov/ncvrw/
https://www.safvic.org/
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/sexual-assault-survivors-task-force-holds-inaugural-meeting-in-austin
https://gov.texas.gov/organization/cjd
https://gov.texas.gov/organization/cjd
http://taasa.org/
https://www.cactx.org/

April is

Sexual Assault

Awareness Mon

SJRC TeXas

This facility, located in Bulverde,
| San Antonio, and New Braunfels,
| TX, was established’nearly 40 years
ago. Their programs provide
emergency placement, therapeutic
residential foster care, pregnant and
parenting teen services, Parents as

Teachers __program, . community-}

based foster care services, training,
and adoption services. The crisis
center's website and  contact
information can be found here.

\ Mission: To offer healing and hope
to children and families affected by
abuse, abandonment, or neglect.

Vision: Abuse and neglected children
will be empowered to grow up to be
happy, productive, and caring
adults.

Upcoming
Events

March 8-14, 2020:
NO MORE Week

April 1, 2020:
Start by Believing Day

April 7, 2020:
Day of Action—Show Off Your
Teal :

April 19-25, 2020:
National Crimes Victims’ Rights

of sexual assault and other sex offenses, as well as agenéies that
provide services to survivors. The SASTF also includes other
members as designated by the Steering Committee.

The SASTF held its inaugural meeting in Austin at the Texas Week

State Capitol on February 6, 2020. The meeting included |

discussions on the structure and vision for the task force, and April 29, 2020:

served as a kick-off for phase one of the task force—which will | Denim Day—Wear Jeans with a
include the development of best practices for the collection, |Purpose

preservation, tracking, analysis, and destructlon of evidence in
sexual assault cases.
The work of the SASTF is divided into five pmject areas: forensic exams and evidence kits; policies

_and_hest practices for the prevention, investigation-and- presecution-of sexual-assault; training-and —— —

resources for law enforcement, prosecutors and judges; improvements to the collection and reporting
of data related to sexual assault; and a statewide inventory of resources for survivors.

The task force will meet quarterly, with working group sesswns in between. HB 1590 authorized the
work of the task force for four years.

The first SASTF report, which will detail the work of the SASTF in its first year, will be presented to
Governor Abbott and the Texas State Legislature on November 1, 2020.

The task force includes representatives from the following organizations and agencies:

Office of the Governor* :

Texas Association Against Sexual Assault*

Children's Advocacy Centers of Texas™*

Office of the Attorney General

Texas Health and Human-Services Commission

Texas Commission on Law Enforcement

Texas Forensic Science Commission

Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) Crime Lab

Texas Association of Crime Laboratory Directors

Texas District and County Attorneys Association

Texas Society of Pathologists ’

International Association of Ferensic Nurses Texas Chapter

Plano Police Department

North Richland Hills Police Department ;

Texas DPS Education, Training, and Research

Texas A&M College of Nursing

Austin's SAFE Alliance -

Project Beloved

*Member of the Steer/ng comm/ttee

The Lone Star State will continue to support the courageous survivors of sexual assault,
prevent and combat this heinous crime, and ensure a brighter future for all Texans.
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http://www.sjrctexas.org
https://www.sjrctexas.org/
https://www.nsvrc.org/saam
https://nomore.org/campaigns/no-more-week-2020/
https://www.startbybelieving.org/start-by-believing-day/
https://www.nsvrc.org/saam/day-of-action
https://ovc.ncjrs.gov/ncvrw/
https://ovc.ncjrs.gov/ncvrw/
https://www.denimdayinfo.org/
https://gov.texas.gov/
taasa.org/
https://www.cactx.org/
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/
https://hhs.texas.gov/
https://www.tcole.texas.gov/
https://www.txcourts.gov/fsc/
https://www.dps.texas.gov/CrimeLaboratory/index.htm
https://www.tdcaa.com/
https://www.texpath.org/amsimis/
https://iafntexaschapter.com/
https://www.plano.gov/214/Police
https://www.nrhtx.com/270/Police
https://www.dps.texas.gov/ETR/index.htm
https://nursing.tamu.edu/
https://www.safeaustin.org/
https://www.projectbeloved.org/
https://tspb.texas.gov/prop/tc/tc/capitol.html
https://tspb.texas.gov/prop/tc/tc/capitol.html

48 Hours:

The Life and
Death of Amie
Harwick

In this recent 48 Hours episode, Erin
Moriarty reports an investigation into the
death of 38-year-old Hollywood therapist,
Amie Harwick. Did the system do enough
to protect her from alleged killer, Gareth
Pursehouse? Her former fiancé, Drew
Carey, calls for updated laws.

The 48 Hours episode trailer can be
viewed here, or the full episode can be
viewed here.

RELEVANT

RELEASES

Consent: A
Memaoir of
Unwanted
Attention

In this book, Donna Freitas delivers a forensic
examination of the years she spent stalked by
her professor, and uses her nightmarish
experience to examine the ways in which we
stigmatize, debate, and attempt to understand
consent today.

The book trailer can be viewed here, Or. you may

The Left Ear

Hosted by actress Dakota Johnson, The
Left Ear is a podcast that features
stories of assault, abuse, and
harassment from survivors around the
globe—no judgments, no editorializing,
just listening. The Left Ear functions as
an introduction into non-judgmental
listening, and a space of refuge and
healing for the survivors who called in
droves in order to finally share their
stories. In an effort to respect and}
protect the individuals, the stories will
remain anonymous and the voices will
be slightly altered.

The Left Ear can be listened to here

purchasethe book here. s e
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A L L I E s COFFEE. CALLING.
A 2nd Cup was established in 2012 ®
AGAINST SLAVERY to raise awareness of human BO’S P\dce

L.GHTHOUSE

in partnership with

Allies Against Slavery recently announced a new partnership
with AnnieCannons, an organization that works to transform
survivors of trafficking and gender-based violence into
software prafessionals. The Official Announcement can be

read here.

trafficking issues in Houston, TX—
and to develop resources that help
create a second chance for
survivors. A 2nd Cup was
envisioned as a place where people
could organize, collaborate, make an
impact—or just make themselves at

offer gourmet drinks, knowledgeable
baristas and a spacious, relaxed
atmosphere—all centrally located in
the heart of The Heights. They’re
proud to offer a space that brings
people together. They're proud to be
a force for change in Houston. And
they’re proud to serve coffee with a
cause. Find out more here.

home in a modern café setting. They

Bo’s Place exists to offer support

~and community to those who have

- experienced the death of a loved one
to share their stories, memories,
experiences, thoughts, and feelings.
A non-profit, free-of-charge
bereavement center, Bo’s Place
offers multiple grief support services
for adults, children, and families,
and provides education and
resources for those who assist
people in grief. Bo’s Place offers the
only free on-going grief support
program in the greater Houston area
for children and their families. Find
out more here.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ja0r-Q-Kp7Y
https://www.cbs.com/shows/48_hours/video/Wgm2HsshAqgQVoq1W2L8epVK_JEP17wS/the-life-and-death-of-amie-harwick/
https://www.theleftear.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDBfj5zCcxU&feature=emb_title
https://www.amazon.com/Consent-Unwanted-Attention-Donna-Freitas/dp/0316450529
https://alliesagainstslavery.org/lighthouse/
http://www.a2ndcup.com/
https://alliesagainstslavery.org/
https://anniecannons.com/
https://alliesagainstslavery.org/
https://anniecannons.com/
https://alliesagainstslavery.org/new-partnership-puts-survivors-at-the-center-of-statewide-data-initiative/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=82237188&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--jwoOURFyjIScxKjKgAyV1Nwe4HjpdvTnns8en6wlO0zI1ttYqexF0YiGZ1MY5SGLnFm8lFU24u
https://www.bosplace.org/en/
http://www.a2ndcup.com/
http://www.a2ndcup.com/
https://www.bosplace.org/en/
https://www.bosplace.org/en/

‘Uber US Safety Report
2017—20138

In December of 2019, Uber released a US Safety Report related to data
on safety incidents (i.e. traffic fatalities, sexual assault, etc.) reported
in 2017 and 2018. Uber states that nearly 6,000 sexual assault cases
were reported amongst those two years. From this, Uber is committed
to taking numerous steps to improve safety for their drivers and
“passengers. The full report can be read by clicking the Uber logo (left).

Uber

“When we receive a report of sexual assault, we immediately
remove the accused party’s access to the Uber app whlle
support agents complete a review.”

Standep oy N@ MORE

Free Uncoming Trainings/Conferences

L e e e o e Formerly known as the Statewide Training on Violence|
Against Women, the Texas Summit on Gender-Based

l , TEXA S SU M M I T % Violence will be hosting its 10th annual conference on
August 3rd and 4th, 2020 at Live! by Loews in
v GENDER'BASED VIOLENCE Arlington, TX. For more information about the

conference, please visit www.TexasSummitGBV.org
or call (512) 279-7150 / (512) 279-7155.

H I T EC H & D I G I TA The Hi-Tech & Digital Investigations Conference will
: be hosting its 2nd annual conference on August 6th
I NVEST IGATION S and 7th, 2020 at Live! by Loews in Arlington, TX. For

more information about the conference, please visit

CONFEREN C E © www.TexasDIConference.org or call

(512) 279-7150 /(512) 279-7155.

The Statewide Strangulation Training Program hosts
periodic free trainings around the state of Texas for
law enforcement, prosecutors, and victim services

STATEWIDE STRANGULATION : Thistrainir;gfocuses on’theinvestigation ana
T R A | N | N G P R O G R AM . prosecution of strangulation cases. Additionally, a

new vision for the program is coming soon. For more
information about the program, please visit
www.SSTProgram.org or email Brooke.Hinojosa@safvic.org.
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https://www.uber-assets.com/image/upload/v1575580686/Documents/Safety/UberUSSafetyReport_201718_FullReport.pdf
https://www.uber.com/
https://www.dontstandby.org/
https://nomore.org/
http://www.texassummitgbv.org/
http://www.texasdiconference.org/
https://www.loewshotels.com/live-by-loews-arlington-texas
https://www.loewshotels.com/live-by-loews-arlington-texas
http://www.sstprogram.org/

B CALL FOR ASHPHYXIA CASES

Co-Occurring Criminal Asphyxiation (COCA) is defined as a criminal fatal or nonfatal assault involving more than one type of criminal
asphyxiation. Some COCA incidents mclude poorly understood types of asphyxiation involving the use of water or other fluids to assault,

torture, or kill victims.

Although more law enforcement and medical mvestlgators are becoming aware of the physical signs and symptoms of strangulation, this is

not yet true for aquatic and other types of criminal asphyxiation.

The first step to combating these crimes is creating an awareness of their existence within forensic, medical, and social work communities.
The next step is the creation of effective, evidence-based, investigative questions and checklists that can be used by COCA-trained law
enforcement, medical personnel, forensic interviewers, death investigators, and members of the jurisprudence community to identify cases
and provide effective documentation of physical and psychological injuries and scene evidence that otherwise could be overlooked.

Please read more information about COCA cases here.

VoY

RESH .ID

AGAINST VIOLENCE

\g///l

If you have any cases that seem consistent with COCA cases, please send information to Attorney Kelsey McKay via email here.

2 in 5 women experience online sexual harassment.
1in 12 U.S. adults are victims of “revenge. porn”.

% R - e

1 in 3 undergraduate women experlence cyber harassment.

669% of women feel powerless when abused or harassed online.

146% increase in digital abuse calls to the National Domestic Violence Hotline from 2016—2018.

969 of all deepfakes feature nonconsensual pornography targeting women.

that are hard to believe.

DAY

3 February is Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month.
 On Tuesday, February 11, 2020, the SAFVIC Program,
long with TMPA employees, wore orange to support

TDVAM WEAR

B excellent job in spreading the message that everyone
deserves a healthy relationship!

# ﬁ\ihﬁ

Check out the latest article by Adam R. Dodge for Medium: 10 Sobering Facts About Online Abuse

EVAWI 2020

Register here for the 2020 EVAWI Conference
hosted in Washington, DC from April 14—16,
2020.


file:///C:/Users/matthew.gutierrez/Desktop/COCA Cases.pdf
mailto:McKayTrainer@gmail.com?subject=COCA%20Case
http://respondagainstviolence.org/
https://endtab.org/
https://medium.com/@adamrdodge/the-decline-of-digital-health-10-sobering-statistics-about-online-abuse-3061bcc839bf
https://www.loveisrespect.org/teendvmonth/
https://www.tmpa.org/
https://www.loveisrespect.org/teendvmonth/
http://www.cvent.com/events/international-conference-on-sexual-assault-domestic-violence-and-violence-across-the-lifespan/event-summary-8e6420fcdc134cbba1abe0215e8f6422.aspx?fqp=true
https://www.cvent.com/events/international-conference-on-sexual-assault-domestic-violence-and-violence-across-the-lifespan/registration-8e6420fcdc134cbba1abe0215e8f6422.aspx?fqp=true

Weinstein Verdict: A Victory for Survivors

THE JURY DELIVERS A GUILTY VERDICT.

On Monday; February 24, 2020, after days of deliberations, a jury convicted Harvey
Weinstein of third-degree rape and first-degree criminal sexual act. Weinstein now

awaits sentencing. Weinstein's defense lawyer, Arthur Aidala, told reporters that
“Ithey] will be appealing”. Read about it on RAINN’s website here.

“l am thinking about how it took 90
women coming forward for two guilty
convictions...” -Ashley Judd

Harris County Sherlff’s Office Challenge Com

Recently, the SAFVIC Program Services
Specialist, Brooke Balmos-Hinojosa, was gifted
a challenge coin from Harris County Sheriff's
Office by Sgt. John Klafka and Dep. Inv. Oscar
Cisneros.

The coin represents the work done by
investigators and victim advocates in their
“section. Sgt. Klafka stated that he “wanted to

individuals dedicating challenge coins to victims
of these crimes.

Meet Our Newest SAFVIC Program Instructors

From February 24—28, 2020, eight individuals attended the SAFVIC Instructor Course in Austin, TX. All individuals got to learn more about
p the SAFVIC Program and were introduced to various experts in the
fleld Additionally, each individual had to present a PowerPoint
a presentation to the audlence regarding family violence and sexual
| assault.

Congratulations to all SAFVIC (24 Hour) instructors and the SAFVIC
' Program looks forward to working alongside each one of you!

Welcome to the team. (

Left to Right. Mauro Matai, Sean Randolph, Oscar Cisneros, Dina
= Padovan, Audrey Rodriguez, Molly Davis, John Klafka, and Alvino



https://www.rainn.org/
https://www.rainn.org/news/guilty-verdict-weinstein-trial-victory-survivors
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Foutlook%2F2020%2F02%2F25%2Fnow-being-bad-harvey-weinstein-means-being-rapist%2F&psig=AOvVaw1fOnSPc8wHgg-PEG_FtKHg&ust=1583359189685000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJCBzuam
https://www.harriscountyso.org/
https://www.harriscountyso.org/
https://harriscountyso.org/

SAFVIC

Sexual Assault Family Violence
INVESTIGATOR COURSE
About Us

The Sexual Assault Family Violence Investigator Course (SAFVIC) is designed to provide Texas law enforcement officers and
telecommunicators with the tools they need to effectively investigate, handle, and prevent sexual assault and family violence. The program is
funded by a grant from the Office of the Texas Governor’s Criminal Justice Division and the U.S. Office on Violence Against Women. The
program was developed in 2001 by a statewide steering committee composed of representatives from law enforcement, prosecution, and
victim services. The SAFVIC Program uses a network of certified trainers to deliver trainings on a local basis, enabling accessibility to
participate in this pivotal training.

| Main Line: (512) 454-8900

*| Fax: (512) 454-8860

Contact Us | ||SAFVIC Program Staff

SAFVICﬂ/II‘VII_DAn_V e S dsbdennifer HeT e T s DO
6200 La Calma Drive, Suite 200 1 Program Manager
Austin, TX 78752 - jennifer.greene@safvic.org

Brooke Balmos-Hinojosa
Program Services Specialist
brooke.hinojosa@safvic.org

Matthew Gutierrez
Program Analyst
matthew.gutierrez@safvic.org

Interested in hosting a SAFVIC? Click '
here or scan the code on the right.

Alexandra Greer
Program Assistant
| alexandra.greer@safvic.org



https://gov.texas.gov/organization/cjd/criminal-justice-division
https://www.justice.gov/ovw
https://www.safvic.org/
https://www.safvic.org/how-to-host-a-safvic/
https://sstprogram.org/
https://texasdiconference.org/
texassummitgbv.org

